SID Bonn Chapter

SID Bonn Chapter hosts a series of lectures on issues of development politics. About once a month, scientists and members of staff of development organizations are invited to speak about current topics.

At the latest lecture which took place at the German Development Institute, Bonn (http://www.die-gdi.de) on April 15, Hein Brötz gave a talk about the future viability of churchly development work. Hein Brötz is head of Latin America Department at Misereor, the German catholic bishops’ organisation for development cooperation (http://www.misereor.de).

According to Brötz, one of the major assets of churchly development work is the basis of common values that actors like Misereor share with their partners. Church has a great network all over the planet and is present at all – local and global – levels of cooperation. More than 70 % of Misereors  partners are representatives of the church and about 30 % are civic and statal organisations. What concerns methodology, Misereor is promoting a radical people-centered approach: People are subject and vital drivers of development, so Misereor holds back and fosters dialogue. But churchly development work also has certain boundaries: Among other things, it is limited by its rural character and a strong internal orientation of many churches facing the current growth of pentecostal churches and sects. 
In the lively follow-up discussion, the centralist hierarchy of the catholic church, the latest reform suggestions in german development politics and its implications for churchly development politics were tackled.

For further information and a detailed resume of the described lecture and follow-up discussion in German, please visit the website of SID Bonn Chapter (http://www.sid-bonn.de).
